GrassCheck

Grass Growth and Quality Week beginning 24 August 2015 Grazing Management Focus
120 - e Averagegrowth (2007.14)  ——Hillsboroughand Greenmount 2015) Noel and Helen Willis manage an all year round calving herd [ s
~ veragesr HisboretghandBreenmod of 200 Holstein cows split into 2 groups on their farm near
> . . . .
K] Portadown, Co. Armagh. There is an emphasis on milk quality
= 100 with the herd currently averaging 575kg combined BF and
£ protein per cow from 7,990 litres sold/cow/year. Poor milk
E 80 1 prices have put a renewed focus on milk from forage and new
2 laneways are being made to improve access to paddocks.
E 60 Grass supply Grass wedge
e Average farm cover 2,780 kg DM/ha Stocking rate 6.5 cows/ha
'g 40 Pre-grazing cover 3,990 kg DM/ha Rotation length 21 days
o Current grass growth 99 kg DM/ha/day Estimated grass intake 14 kg DM/cow/day
o Herd grass demand 91 kg DM/ha/day Post-grazing target 1,900 kg DM/ha
g 207 Cow performance
© Milk yield and quality = 21.8 litres/cow/day, 3.96% BF, 3.23% PR
0 T T T T T T T T Concentrate feed level 7.6 kg/cow/day
02-Mar 02-Apr 02-May 02-Jun 02-Jul 02-Aug 02-Sep 02-Oct 02-Nov Milk from forage 5 litres/cow/day
3-week Grass Growth (kg DM/ha/day)* Grass Quality Management issues
Greenmount 51 Dry matter (%) 14.4 The herd has been managed as 2 groups with high yielders grazing by day, housed at night
Hillsborough 59 ME (MJ/kg DM) 11.8 and low yielders grazing full time. Cows are fed to yield in the milking parlour with an 18%
Downpatrick 42 Crude protein (%) 19.7 CP concentrate. Gras_s growt_h was gxcellent thrOL_Jgh mid .August. _but grass_utilization ha§
%270 kg N/ha/year applied Sugars (% DM) 13.0 been very difficult. Third cut silage will be mown this week, if conditions permit. However, if
9 y PP 9 0 - herd demand for grazed grass exceeds growth rates Noel and Helen will add 4 ha of 2nd
cut silage aftermaths into the grazing platform. To date all grazing ground is currently being
Grass growth predictions represent the average daily growth over a 21 day period sown with a 23% N fertiliser with sulphur, sodium and magnesium at 185kg/ ha (1'% bag/
acre). The aim on the Willis farm is to continue to graze as much grass as possible into the
52 : Grass Growth Predictions (kg DM/ha/day) autumn with higher yielding cows housed if weather conditions deteriorate and intakes fall.
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46 challenging. Extended grazing 0
techniques can help minimise the Fields/Paddocks
impact of the weather on grass intakes
and sward damage.
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Cafre 0% i —— Also available on DARD website
o Agr . . S
, AgiiFood and www.dardni.gov.uk/index/farming/livestock/grass/grasscheck.htm
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