
Carcass Benchmarking Tool 
User Guide 



Welcome to the Bovine Information (BovIS) carcass benchmarking system.   Funded by DARD and AgriSearch, this 
application has been developed by AFBI to provide Northern Ireland beef producers a facility to view, analyse and rank the 
performance of slaughtered animals. 
 
Seven Northern Ireland processors have kindly entered into an agreement with AFBI to supply carcass information.  This 
information is matched up with data supplied securely by APHIS.  Each producer can log into BovIS via the Government 
Gateway and view information relating to animals they have killed.   Kill information is made available within 14 days of 
slaughter. 
 
The following guide steps out clearly how to: 
1) View your recent kill information 
2) Access the carcass benchmarking application 
3) Navigate through summary information 
4) View individual animal data, sire and dam data and how to export the data 
5) Benchmark performance against similar animals slaughtered during the same time period 
6) Compare the performance of your animals against another breed/breed type slaughtered during the same time period 
7) Compare the performance of your animals with similar animals slaughtered over a different time period 

 
Please send any questions or feedback on the BovIS carcass application to the following email address or contact your local 
CAFRE beef adviser. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Introduction 

On behalf of the BovIS carcass benchmarking development team 

AFBI, Hillsborough Steven Morrison and Alistair Carson 

AFBI, Newforge Lane Mark Browne and Erica Chisholm 

http://www.dardni.gov.uk/ruralni/index/livestock/beef-index/beef_contacts_links/people.htm
http://www.dardni.gov.uk/ruralni/index/livestock/beef-index/beef_contacts_links/people.htm


Bovine Information System – Login 
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Log in to government gateway 



Bovine Information System – Carcass 
Benchmarking Tool 
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View most recent kills (back as far 
2009) 

Click on green boxes to view 
records for each kill date 2 



Recent factory visit information 
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Kill date Click with mouse 
to sort 

Click to view dam/sire tag 
no. and records of other 
progeny killed from that 
dam  



Bovine Information System – Carcass 
Benchmarking Tool 

1 
Benchmark application 

2 



Monitoring performance 
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Select kill date range 

Select animal type 

Bulls – animals greater than 24 
months of age at slaughter 



Monitoring performance – real data 
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Shows  current breed category 
or breed, report date range 
and animal 

Summary data including animal count, carcass weight, fat 
class, conformation, age at slaughter, daily carcass gain and 
percentage of animals in spec 

‘In spec’ includes weight, fat class and 
conformation (does not include no. of 
movements, FQAS etc) 

Shows  total slaughtered 
animal count for the date 
range 



Monitoring performance to meet ‘In spec’ weight 
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Switch between pages of the report to look 
more in depth at fat class, conformation etc 

Blue shaded area is in spec weight range 



Monitoring performance – individual data 
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Click on this page to show all individual 
animal data 

Click to export data into a spreadsheet 

Click with mouse to view the 
dam  records for the animals 
during the report kill period 

Click to view dam/sire tag no 
and record of other progeny 
killed from that dam  



Monitoring performance – export data 

Sort on herd of 
origin to compare 
performance from 
calf sources 

Add in your own extra 
data such as purchase 
cost/weight, carcass value, 
feed costs etc . 
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Monitoring performance - benchmarking 
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Click to select down through available 
breeds/breed categories on your farm.  
Then click view report. 



Monitoring performance – benchmark against the 
average and top producers ranked on carcass gain 
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In this example, we have selected and produced 
a report for  pure dairy Holstein steers 

Confirms the animal type (steer  in this example) 
and breed category/breed. 

Indicates the number of animals and how your group 
ranks , based on daily carcass gain , compared to the 
producers with the same animal type and breed/breed 
category 

Your data now 
shown along with 
the values for the 
top 10% of 
producers ranked 
on daily carcass 
gain and the 
average of all 
producers of 
similar cattle 



Benchmarking against other breed types within 
your herd 
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Clicking on compare 
breed allows 
comparison between 
other breeds/breed 
categories in your 
herd or outside of 
your herd 



Benchmarking against other breed types across 
all herds 

11 

Select all herds and 
then the breed you 
wish to compare with 

Tick box if you wish to compare 
with the top 10% of the producers 
of the comparison breed.  If 
unchecked the average for the 
breed will be returned 



Benchmarking against other breed types within 
your herd 
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Clicking on compare 
breed allows 
comparison between 
other breeds/breed 
categories in your 
herd or outside of 
your herd 



Benchmarking against another time period 
within your herd 
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Clicking on compare 
date range allows 
comparison between 
kill records from 
different date 
ranges, for example 
to check the effect of 
a management 
decision, breeding 
decision etc 



Notes 
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