Grass growth (kg DM/ha/d)

Grass
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Grass growth continues to fall behind the LT. av, as it has done for much of the year.

Consistently lower than average growth is meaning that even moderately stocked
farms are struggling to meet demand, let alone build covers for extending grazing.

Make the most of the settled weather conditions to graze wetter areas and achieve
good post-grazing residuals on any heavier covers that may exist. This is also a good
opportunity to apply organic manures post grazing in line with a nutrient mgmt. plan.

When supplementing at grass, continue to measure grass weekly and use 12- or 24-
hour allocations to budget the grass available and maintain good utilisation levels.

Monitor silage stocks and update the forage budget for the winter ahead. Many
farms have fed a lot of silage as supplement, coupled with lower silage yields.

Value of Grass Grass Quality

(kg/cow/day) *

(kg/head/day) **

Dairy — maintenance plus (M+) 105 | DM (%) 15.9
. 0 .

Growing animals — live weight gain 1.01 |ME (M)/kgDM) 11.2

*M+ calculated assuming: 650kg cow, and 15 kg

DMI. Maintenance=75 MJ/day, 5.3 MJ/kg milk CP (% DM) 15.8

**Beef daily gain assuming: 300 kg beef steer, and

6.6 kg DMI. Maintenance=35 MJ/day, 40 MJ/kg gain | WSC (% DM) 10.8
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Get more updates with the GrassCheck Podcast!
Available from: agrisearch.org/podcasts




